CHAPTER X

SOCIAL GENESIS1

THE word genesis, unlike telesis, is in common use
in most or all modern languages, although it is em-
ployed with different meanings.    Derived from the
obsolete Greek verb yevG), of which the reduplicate
middle form yfyvopai, was the one chiefly in use by
classic authors, it partakes of the radical significa-
tion of that verb, which is to become.    It was prob-
ably this neuter signification which led the Greeks
to prefer this middle form, and the possession by the
Greek language of such a form constitutes one of
its distinctive characteristics.   It is something quite
distinct from the passive, and the Latin fieri poorly
represents the Greek word.   A passive implies an
active, and this an actor.    This whole idea is want-
ing in the Greek middle, and a form of action is
recognized which is not associated with any agent,
intelligent or unintelligent.    It recognizes one of
the most important truths in nature, that there are
processes which go on independent of any external
conditioning being or thing, that are self-active, and
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